
It’s been a big first year for Inter-American CASA. With art, theater, agricultural, and investigative projects in Guatemala, Ecuador, Puerto Rico and the USA, the past 12 months have been exciting, rewarding, and more than a little fun. CASA is extremely proud of the collective accomplishments of its collaborators, member organizations, project participants, and community members. 

Working with people throughout the hemisphere –sharing realities and experiences— always proves to be inspirational and depressing at the same time. The grand reality of the early 21st century is that for most people, governments don’t work anymore. For many they never did. In fact, it is commonplace throughout Latin America to hear “uneducated” campesinos saying, “The concept of countries doesn’t mean anything. The corporations control everything.”

It’s a good point. Our grave and gawd-awful-depressing (not to mention near sighted) global system of corporate/military/authoritarian power continues to control and shape how people live, die, and think on a local level. It is, therefore, pure delight to encounter people throughout the hemisphere fighting to preserve culture, sustainable living practices, and the true essence of life: personal expression, dance, musIC, laughtER, FUN! 

CASA has no illusions of taking on global corporate monopolism and “changing the world.” 

The goals of CASA are to continue to bring people together and provide opportunities for us to share our knowledge, ideas, and creative expression outside the context of international political barriers (and under the radar of global economic policies). To take quality of life issues into our own hands. To show young people that creativity is valuable and that personal views matter. 

In his poem Las Comunicaciones, Pablo Neruda writes:

Muerte a los subterraneos! Decrete.




Hasta Cuando enganarse con la cara cerrada



Y ojos  hacia no ver, hacia dormir.

No es necesario nada sino ser

Y ser es la luz, ser es ser visto

Y ver, ser es tocar y descubrir.

Abajo todo el que no tiene flor!

De nada sirven solo las raices!
----------------------------------------

Death to all hidden things! I decreed.

How long will we deceive ourselves, with shuttered faces?

Eyes not seeing, almost asleep.

Nothing is essential to us but being,

And being is light, is being seen

And seeing, is touching and discovering.

Down with all that doesn’t flower!

Roots by themselves are useless!


It is in this spirit of being seen, artistic fertility, and rootless allegiance to beauty that CASA brings you this, our first Annual Report. 

For an idea of what CASA has been up to, please read on! Perhaps we’ll see you in the coming year as a delegation member or workshop participant. Maybe you have an idea or skills that might compliment current programs or initiate new ones. Let us know!

Respectfully Yours,

Pete Shear, 

Director

