What’s your favorite flavor of reality? by Peter Shear
A letter from the director: October, 2003

The first thing to know about the world these days is that, we know very little. Despite the proliferation of information technology and access to it (at least in the rich countries), the news/information that creates public opinion is still manufactured by a handful of big global companies. Reading the paper lately, you’d be hard-pressed to think reality exists outside of “America” and the “Axis of Evil.” 

Still, despite the alarmingly-commercialized, made-for-TV War on Iraq, and constant rhetorical bludgeoning of the public with misleading phrases like “building democracy” and “cuz they hate freedom,” people are getting tired of seeing our youth come home in body bags and our tax dollars being divied-up through an increasingly transparent system of corporate cronyism. 

Even corporate-media is turning against “Bush’s $87 Billion Mess” in Iraq, according to today’s Newsweek cover story. Newsweek is run by NBC, a subsidiary of General Electric, one of the world’s largest corporate entities, with annual revenues of $130 billion. GE receives hundreds of millions of our tax dollars each year to develop and market aircraft engines, light bulbs, appliances, car parts, oil refinery equipment, ammonia plant equipment, nuclear reactor parts, ultrasound machines, health, accident, and life insurance, weapons parts, and controlling interest in cable, broadcasting, and internet media outlets across the globe. 

One would think that war and reconstruction in Iraq would be great for business, yet GE and other media giants are starting to wake from their long slumber of complacency and de-facto complicit support of the “Bush Doctrine.”

Why? Perhaps there is a realization that a preemptive, expansionist foreign policy may favor short-term revenue, but global instability and political isolationism are bad   for the bottom-line over the long haul. 

Maybe, it’s because “the” $87 bil​lion is being raised by issuing treasury bonds that are being gobbled up by Chinese banks and private foreign investors. If you think the economy stinks now, wait till someone decides to cash in a few billion in bonds. 

Whatever the reason, Big Media’s “180” and the mounting public backlash against the war are points of light in what has been a long night of disinformation and a media blackout of important stories that have prevented Americans from developing informed opinions.                




Where are the stories about the Bush family’s connections with the Bin Laden family? The blatant nepotism between the administration and Bechtel, the Carlyle Group, Halliburton, Mansanto, and “Big Oil”? Why do we spend billions air-spraying “Roundup” brand chemical defoliant on subsistence farmers in Colombia in the name of the “War on Drugs” (nice deal Monsanto!), while ignoring the hundreds of square miles of opium-poppy fields that fund the Northern Alliance, our new(est) buddies in Afghanistan? Occupying U.S. airplanes fly over the world’s largest supply-source of heroin every day! Your taxes at work.

The truth is that, unlike billion-dollar-a-year companies, most people are way too busy with daily survival to indulge in the luxury of long-term thinking. Almost half the world’s 6.2 billion people live in poverty. They need work. They need to make enough to support their family. They need to eat. Today. 

This is what approximately 300,00 people in Bolivia were saying when, two weeks ago, they surrounded the national palace in La Paz, and, armed with sticks, machetes, and torches, demanded that President Sanchez, step down. The protest was led by, amongst others, Evo Morales, a coca growers’ union leader who almost won the Presidency last year. The crowd was protesting unfair pay, unequal access to social services and education, the privatization of the nation’s drinking water, and, above all, a legacy of oligarchic repression of the Indian majority by government corruption. The president fled. In a helicopter. 

But you didn’t hear about that on the evening news.

CASA ‘s small-scale work with communities and organizations throughout the Americas is not tainted with romanticized dreams of changing the world, or for that matter, even altering the ridiculously unfair machinery of the global political economy. No.  We are helping people in small ways to gain resources, skills, and knowledge that can positively affect change on a local level. If the global economy refuses to distribute quality of life evenly, then, in small ways, people have to. 

Lately, I have been getting frustrated. It seems that the act of questioning the intelligence of government (the War, the Patriot Act, etc.) is, increasingly, equated with subversion. People of America….Wake up! The day we forget that questioning authority is the bedrock of any true democracy, we sell our constitutional rights to the seductive convenience of affluence and non-complicity. 

Democracy and solidarity are what our ongoing projects in Guatemala, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Ecuador, and the good ol’ U.S. of A. are all about: promoting the democratic tenets of opportunity, liberty, and justice for all across (and under) borders through workshops, educational exchanges, volunteer work projects, and art. Please read-on and decide for yourself if we are achieving this modest goal.

Did you hear that Efrain Rios Montt (coup-monger, drug-runner, former-Guatemalan dictator, and the strategist behind the wholesale genocide of at least 100,000 Mayan civilians in the early 1980s) is running for president? U.S. “aid” money kept him in power, despite international protest. Now he’s back. He is leading in some polls.  And negotiating a potential $100 million deal with Monsanto to supply “Roundup” brand chemical defoliant to spray from airplanes on subsistence farmers in Guatemala in the name of the “War on Drugs” (nice deal Monsanto!).                        

What’s your favorite flavor of reality?
