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Orwell was twenty years off. We are seeing the dawn of the New World Order he described in 1984: a world characterized by the seamless collusion of media, government, and big business, the erosion of civil liberties, and the dangerous integration of church and state. 

Here we are, only three weeks after the military industrial complex and the oil industry claimed victory in the U.S. presidential election, and Orwell’s words resonate more than ever:

WAR IS PEACE

FREEDOM IS SLAVERY

IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH

Amazingly, these slogans delivered by Orwell’s Ministry of Information in 1984, correspond to the major planks in the Neo-Cons’ presidential drive: 1) We’ll deliver peace by waging war in Iraq and Iran. 2) The terrorists “hate us because of our freedoms”…better to relinquish your freedoms in order to keep your family safe. 3) If you’re critical of government policy, like millions of Americans, you are not a True Patriot and you don’t “support the troops.” In other words, don’t question authority. 

By now practically everyone in the world is familiar with the drill. In the U.S. we have a Ministry of Truth. It’s called TV.

Still, it’s important to remember that a Kerry victory, although certainly preferable for the majority of the world´s populace, wouldn’t have represented any fundamental change in The Empire’s attitude or goals. 

Kerry would have continued to export jobs to countries with cheap labor to exploit. He didn’t even pretend to be against the concept of War as legitimate foreign policy. 

As 1984 predicted, a constant state of War is a precondition for effective social control. Hitler knew this better than anyone. 

W. has the perfect war. The War on Terror eclipses the utility of the Cold War and the War on Drugs combined, because of its versatility. Fighting terrorism is the ultimate justification for war. Anyone can be made a target of the WAR by the Ministry of Information. Including YOU if you do something radical like, oh, attend a peace vigil or something. 

The Patriot Act allows for government agents to use video footage of political events to ID attendees and enter them in the national database of the Total Information Awareness branch of the National Security Agency. The logo of Total Information Awareness is an all-seeing eye perched on an Illuminati-inspired pyramid. Hey, waitaminit, that´s the same symbol on the dollar bill! 

Hmmm.

So don’t waste time weeping too much. As Arundhati Roy pointed out a week before the election, “This whole fierce debate about the Democrats and the Republicans and whether Bush or Kerry is better is like being asked to choose a detergent. Whether you choose Tide or Ivory Snow, they’re both owned by Procter & Gamble.”
The system is broke beyond repair and a new Talking Head in Washington isn’t going to rebuild it. We have reached the long-predicted point in history where financial interests are now dictating international trade, environmental and labor policy. We live in a world where a global information monopoly defines “Reality,” “Truth,” and Fiction.

The lack of a real choice for American voters was a hot topic at a recent conference on ¨the U.S. Free Trade Agenda,¨ in Quito, Ecuador. I was invited to give a talk on the U.S. electoral system. I gave it two days after the election. The question everyone asked was, ¨How do you explain Bush´s public support?¨ 

From a South American perspective Bush’s popular support doesn’t make sense. W.has tanked the economy, shifted the tax burden to the middle class, cut education and environmental funding, and got us into a quagmire of a War based on lies. This has strengthened anti-Americanism all over the world.

In contrast, Popular Opposition in South America causes regime-change all the time. Ecuador has had five presidents in six years!  In Bolivia, just over a year ago, Gonzalo Lozada Sanchez fled the Presidential Palace in La Paz, which just happened to be surrounded by 300,000 angry citizens at the time: a government taken-down by Popular Opposition because it was privatizing the country´s natural gas resources. Bolivians think that the proceeds from gas sales should be used to fund education and health-care instead of going to American corporate profits. 

What a radical concept!

After the U.S. elections, Brazilians, Peruvians, Mexicans, Nicaraguans and my own countrymen all wanted to know: What’s going on in the United States? 

After issuing some vague statements about the cultural subtext of the election –that it was more about the ideology attached to religious and reproductive issues than the veneer of War would suggest—I finally had to admit that I really didn´t “have a good answer.” However, what I learned at the conference was that, right now, in South America, the most progressive popular political movement in the world is developing.

Geographically, the South American continent is next in-line to be integrated into the USA’s free trade network. South America has seen the disasterous effects of ten years of free trade in Mexico. There, millions of campesinos have been left jobless after super-cheap, heavily-subsidized U.S. agro-products destroyed the agricultural sector. Weaker Central American nations just finished signing-off on their own regional free trade agreement. Chile´s rich people have been benefiting from a bilateral agreement signed two years ago.

Many see resistance to Free Trade as the ¨last stand” against an Orwellian world. Although a USA-Central America agreement was hammered out in a year, the situation in South America is very different. 

Brazil and recovering Argentina are two of the world´s largest and most diverse economies. Brazil has the world´s most powerful populist leader, Lula da Silva. He lead last year´s coalition of poor agricultural countries that used their collective bargaining power to force the USA to change its hypocritical Free Trade stance: heavily subsidizing its own factory farms while demanding that the rest of the world gets rid of subsidies and import tariffs. 

Argentina´s president, Nestor Kirchner, is unilaterally refusing to repay his nation´s international debt, reasoning that the advantages of spending that money on domestic development will outweigh the international financial punishment that will surely be doled-out. 

The USA depends so much on Venezuelan oil right now that when democratically-elected Socialist president Hugo Chávez denounces Gringo Imperialism on CNN, Congress grins and bears it and Citgo Inc. writes him a check. This is despite the fact that the CIA funded a coup attempt against Chavez only two years ago! 

In Ecuador, you have the world’s most organized and powerful indigenous-based political party, Pachakutik, that overthrew corrupt president Jamil Mahuad in 2000. This winter Ecuador will try to become the first country in the world to take the issue of a Free Trade agreement to the public through a national referendum. Imagine a referendum on trade policy in the USA!

In Uruguay, only days before the election in the USA, “a leftist coalition, the Frente Amplio, won the presidency with their candidate Tabaré Vazquez, who shares a vision for justice in Latin American with Argentina’s Kirchner, Venezuela’s Chávez, and Brazil’s Lula da Silva. In the same election, more than 60% of the Uruguayan people supported an amendment adding water as a human right to the Constitution and setting the basis for its exclusive public, participatory and sustainable management. Recent history has seen peoples movements—from Brazil to Uruguay to Venezuela—building enough power and energy to take back power in their national governments.” http://www.soaw.org/new/article
And there is Water. Uraguay’s water referendum is, perhaps, more important than its presidential election. 

The most important commodity of the future will not be oil, but water. Today, over a billion people do not have access to safe drinking water. The coming crisis makes the control and allocation of water the most potentially lucrative resource of the 21st century.

It’s no surprise that all three of CASA’s community development projects this year are focused on Water: water distribution and irrigation in Petenac, Guatemala; an irrigation system for a market garden in San Alfonso, Guatemala; a large-scale community-owned and operated water system in Nitiluisa, Ecuador. 

The potential privatization of water resources —along with the War on Drugs and the region’s shift to the Left— makes South America the most important geopolitical hotspot of the near-future. South America holds over a third of the world’s water resources. Brazil alone holds twenty percent. Already, riots in Cochabamba against water privatization have led to policy change in Bolivia. 

The central question to be debated within the New World Order is: what is the line between human rights and corporate rights? Ultimately, the issue of water rights will define the battle in the Idea War between two competing visions for humanity: one sustainable, the other doomed; one collective the other individualistic.

The times they are a changing in South America. A populist world-view is taking root.

Not just popular organizations, but Federal Governments, are talking about a South American Common Market that could serve as a counterweight to U.S. economic leverage. A South American Common Market would function as the world´s third largest economy. 

Through the Internet and international networking, people are beginning to see that the only way a globalized world will work for the poor majority is if the fight is taken to a transnational level. If poor countries must accept global trade and labor regulations enforced by corporate interests, then they also must go beyond the concept of  the Nation State: to think of class and power as products of a global economy.

This is happening. Right now. It´s the only way.

Pachakutik is a Quechua word that means both earthquake and revolution. Like the Maya and many other Native American cultures, the Quechua people believe that every so often, the world sees a radical shakeup characterized by a transition of control and power. The last Pachakutik corresponded to the slavery and disease brought upon the Andes by Francisco Pizarro five hundred years ago.

A new Pachakutik is coming. You can’t feel it in the USA but you can feel it, see it, in other places. The injustice and unsustainability of the New World Order makes it inevitable. It transcends politics.

CASA is proud to contibute, in our small way, to the social earthquake that is building throughout the hemisphere. Read on to see how! 
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