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4 WINDOWS/4 VENTANAS: 

A CONTEMPORARY GEOGRAPHIC SURVEY OF LATIN AMERICA
Peter Shear

3 Credits

Perhaps more than any region in the world, Latin America’s modern history has been shaped by its geography. The “New World” was the stage for Europe’s first experiments with colonialism, evangelism, and transoceanic trade –the basic ingredients of today’s integrated global economy. Today people throughout the Americas are finding their economic, political, and social destinies more and more intertwined as the most powerful empire in history continues to increase its dominance over its neighbors to the South. Popular culture spills through borders; U.S.-based companies attempt to control larger sectors of Latin American business and land; the U.S. government continues to invest billions annually in Latin American military training, weapons testing, and security; nations switch to the U.S. dollar to fight inflation and overwhelming debt.

This course uses geography as a lens through which to examine modern Latin America from political, cultural, and economic perspectives. Students will gain an understanding of pre-Columbian civilizations, Spanish colonialism and evangelism, the era of revolution and political independence, and, finally, the dominance of U.S. foreign and economic policy since 1898 and Latin America’s integration into the global economy and culture. This course explores the unique experiences of Latin America’s primary regions –the Spanish Caribbean, Mexico, Central America, and South America—and is organized in four sections, or windows, through which we view four case studies:  Puerto Rico, Mexico, Guatemala, and Ecuador. Apart from weekly readings and class discussions, this multimedia class utilizes slide shows, documentaries, music, and guest speakers.

1
Introduction: the physical and human geography of pre-Columbian Latin America 


SPANISH CARIBBEAN and Puerto Rico

2
King Sugar, the slave trade, and tri-cultural society  

The Puerto Ricans, pp. 27-54, 59-71.

3
The spoils of war: U.S. colonialism and the Independence movement 
MAP and ESSAY 1 DUE

Case Study: Vieques and the future of U.S. military policy in Latin America

The Puerto Ricans, pp. 77-88, 105-118, 123-140, 167-188, 204-207, 241-258, 267-291.

MEXICO

4
Independence and Revolution 




MAP 2

First World Ha, Ha, Ha!, Introduction- pp. 39.

5
NAFTA and the effects of free trade in Oaxaca and Chiapas
ESSAY 2

Case Study: The revolution continues- the Zapatistas

First World Ha, Ha, Ha!, pp. 41-74, 81-118, 131-138, 157-167, 175-188.

CENTRAL AMERICA and Guatemala

6
The birth of Banana Republics




MAP 3


A Beauty that Hurts, 1-72

7
Us vs. them: the creation of Guatemala’s civil war

ESSAY 3

ESSAY 3 

Case Study: Post-war Guatemala and Maya nationalism

A Beauty that Hurts, 73-172

ANDES and Ecuador

8
Plan Colombia and the geo-politics of the Andean region
MAP 4

Savages, pp. 1- 150.

9
Ecuador, debt, and the dollarization experiment


ESSAY 4

Case Study: Oil and the Amazon

Savages, pp. 151- 255.

10
Final Exam

GRADING:

attendance and participation

20%

weekly writing assignments/maps
50%

final exam



30%

· Missing more than two classes will result in a no-pass.

· Missing any classes will seriously hinder your ability to pass the final exam.

· The final exam will be based on lectures, videos, and all assigned readings.

· Students are expected to actively participate in class discussions.

· Students are expected to complete all assigned reading.

· Students are required to complete short writing assignments and maps to be turned in at the beginning of each class.

· The writing assignments are 4-5 pages each in length (12 PT. TYPE, DOUBLE SPACED).
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