ASOCIACIÓN SAQ´JAL

ESCUELA DEL TEJIDO y 

PROGRAMAS INTERCULTURALES




San Alfonso is a little community of returned war refugees, 40 Mam Maya families living in the middle of a coffee plantation between Xela and the southern coast. Residents fled their home of San Idelfonso Ixtahuacán in Huehuetenango during La Violencia, crossing the border into Mexico. After the 1996 peace accords, they could not return to their homes and properties, many of which had been seized and redistributed by the military, and so they began a search for an alternative. Shortly after arriving on their new land, twenty women formed a cooperative, SAQ' JAL, to search for common solutions to their desperate economic conditions. Each year new projects have added to the growing realization of an integrated, long-term, sustainable development plan implemented and designed by the women of SAQ' JAL. As a visitor, you will have the opportunity to provide a meaningful service to the village of San Alfonso, learn about the history and culture of the Maya people and Guatemala, practice your Spanish and Mam, and be a delegate for peace and social change. You will also experience and participate in the evolution of an integrated rural development project: a future model for autonomous living based on universal human rights.

info@casainteram.org 
Isabel 5719-113      Maria 5538-3583      Gabi 5202-4083
LEARN:


to weave using a �traditional back-strap loom


about the effects of the Guatemalan civil war on the Mayan majority


Mam religion, �ceremony, and �cosmovision 


Mam and Spanish �conversational skills


about women's and �Maya solidarity and �social organizing











Weaving School: Q100/Day


Includes 4 hours of one-on-one backstrap weaving instruction each morning; 3 meals a day; homestay lodging; afternoon options for volunteer work and Mamo or Spanish lessons.





Weekend Visit: Q150


Day 1- Arrive at 10 am; tour community and Saq´Jal´s development projects; lunch followed by a talk and workshop led by the women of Saq´Jal on their experience as victims of the War, refugees, and retornados as well as the Peace Process and organization building; meet your homestay family; afternoon snack & siesta;  traditional Mam dinner and Noche Intercultural including traditional music, dance and ceremony.


Day 2- Backstrap weaving demonstration and instruction with a chance to make your own tzute; lunch; goodbye ceremony; leave by 4 pm. 





Day Visit: Q60


Arrive at 10 am; tour community and Saq´Jal´s development projects; traditional Mam lunch followed by a talk led by the women of Saq´Jal about their experience as victims of the War, refugees, and retornados; backstrap weaving demonstration and instruction, leave by 4 pm. 








