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Andean History, Culture, and Environment

Peter Shear

3 Credits

The Andean region of South America –the countries of Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, and Venezuela—provides a fascinating look into the Latin American experience. Contrary to the contemporary “guerillas and drug lords” stereotype purveyed by commercial media, the region has a complex and multifaceted history and diverse physical geography: in the Andean realm one can experience, volcanoes, glaciers, deserts, rainforests, and ocean beaches in a day’s travel.

This ecological diversity was the setting for the fluorescence of Inca civilization in the 11th century. One of the world’s most advanced ancient cultures, the Inca were devastated with the disease, violence, and lust for silver that accompanied the Spanish Conquest of the Americas in the 1500s. The post-Columbian experience of the Andes has largely been a byproduct of these two clashing philosophical and cultural systems. 

This class provides a historical, cultural, and environmental survey of the Andes through a geographic lens. Students will gain an understanding of Inca culture and religion, the impact of the Conquest, the transformation brought by Spanish colonialism, and the period of popular revolution and political independence. Finally we will study contemporary Andean issues including: Venezuela’s social revolution, the rise of the indigenous majority in Bolivia, the impact of illegal drug production and the “war on drugs;” the movement towards nationalization of natural resources; the effects and causes of environmental destruction; dollarization, “free trade,” and the effects of economic globalization; and other recent political transformations and power-shifts. Major topical themes include:

· MEDIA, COMMUNICATIONS, and SOCIAL CULTURE

· ENERGY and TRANSPORTATION

· FOOD, WATER, & ECOLOGY

· GENDER and POPULATION

· ETHNIC AND POLITICAL IDENTITY

· DEBT and FREE TRADE

· THE COLONIAL LEGACY and U.S. FOREIGN POLICY

1
Introduction to the Andean Realm and its geography

2
The geography of Inca religion and social structure
3
The colonial system and Latin American independence 


MAP and ESSAY 1 DUE

4
The Andes in geo-political context: the Indigenous Perspective


MAP 2

5
The Revolution Will Not Be Televised Venezuela’s social transformation


ESSAY 2

6
Colombia and the War on Drugs


MAP 3

7
Ecuador: Big Oil, dollarization, and the national debate over “Free Trade”


ESSAY 3

8
Peru: urbanization and the geopolitics of State


MAP  4

9
Bolivia: the rise of Indigenous political power and resource nationalization


ESSAY 4

10
Final Exam
GRADING:

attendance and participation

20%

weekly writing assignments/maps
50%

final exam



30%

· Missing three classes will result in a no-pass.

· Missing any classes will seriously hinder your ability to pass the final exam.

· The final exam will be based on lectures, videos, and all assigned readings.

· Students are expected to actively participate in class discussions.

· Students are expected to complete all assigned reading.

· Students are required to complete short writing assignments and maps to be turned in at the beginning of each class.

· The writing assignments are 4-5 pages each in length (12 PT. TYPE, DOUBLE SPACED). 
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