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Mesoamerican History, Culture, & Environment

Peter Shear

3 Credits

8/27
Introduction: a historical overview of Mesoamerica

and its regional geography. Early migrations and the first civilizations.

9/3
The Maya: religion, art, cosmology


500 Nations, pp. 24-34.


Heart of Heaven, Heart of Earth, pp. 1-37.

Maya Religion: Cosmic Trees, Sacred Kings, and the Underworld, pp. 92-123. 

The Art of Mesoamerica, pp.103-120.

9/10
The classic period in Mesoamerican history and its sudden collapse

Maya Kingdom, pp. 97-111.


Singing Stairs, pp. 44-45.


A Mighty Maya Nation, pp. 167-171.


Maya Atlas, pp. 6-41.
9/17
The Mexican cultural hearth and the rise of the Aztecs

500 Nations, pp. 64-111.


Sol y Luna, various stories
9/24
The Spanish Conquest 


Mexico, pp. 197-203.


The Broken Spears, pp. 3-12 and115-126.


Open Veins of Latin America, pp. 21-42.


Mesoamerica and Spain: The Conquest, pp. 122-152.

10/1
The colonial period in Mesoamerica


Modern Latin America, pp. 316-354.

10/8
The Mexican Revolution
10/15
The Monroe Doctrine, and the birth of Banana Republics

· Coffee and Bananas- a comparative analysis


What Uncle Sam Really Wants, pp. 7-56.

10/22
The CIA overthrow of Arbenz

10/29
The Guatemalan Revolution
11/5
The Zapatista Revolution

· The affects of NAFTA

11/12
The Peace Accords and Mayan nationalist movement
· research paper rough draft due 

11/19
Guatemala in the global economy: the fight against copper mining in Ixtahuacán
11/26
Happy Thanksgiving
12/3
Guatemala and the first year of CAFTA: perspectives and prospects
12/9
Student presentations
Class policies and expectations:

· You get 1 unexcused absence, no questions asked.

· If you miss 3 classes, you fail.

· You are expected to participate in, and contribute to, class discussions and complete the weekly readings. 

· Writing assignments will not be accepted more than one week late.

· You must complete weekly maps and written responses to study questions.

· In addition, all students must attend one presentation of the Raices y Ramas speaker series
Comparative weight of evaluation criteria:

Weekly writing assignments/maps
50%

Research Paper



30%

Attendance and Participation

20%
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